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those who sell it or by their acquaintance, whom they meet with in the street,
who generally begin by inviting them to a dram.... In the hamlet of Bethnal
Green above forty weavers sell it. And if we may judge what will happen in
other workhouses now erecting, by what has already happened in that of St
Giles in the Fields, we have reason to fear that the violent fondness and desire
of this liquor, which unaccountably possesses all our poor, may prevent in
great measure the good effects proposed by them ... it appearing by the
returns from the Holborn division that notwithstanding all the care that has
been taken, Geneva is clandestinely brought in among the poor there, and
that they will suffer any punishment. .. rather than live without it, though
they cannot avoid seeing its fatal effects by the death of those among them
who had drunk most freely of it.
The committee submitted to the consideration of the Sessions 'how far
it is in their power ... to suppress this great nuisance or ... what
application to our superiors may be proper in order to secure a more
effectual remedy.'30
The Sessions ordered the report to be printed, and in the same month
the College of Physicians petitioned Parliament against spirituous
liquors as 'rendering not fit for business, poor, a burden to themselves
and neighbours and too often a cause of weak, feeble and distempered
children... /31 Nevertheless three more years passed before Parliament
paid attention to the crying evil. In 1729 the Grand Jury of Middlesex
presented geneva-shops as a nuisance,32 and at last an Act was passed
to check indiscriminate retailing. Retailers were required to take out an
excise Kcence costing £20 and a duty of 23. a gallon was laid on com-
pound spirits. Although it was openly defied by a concoction called
 *	parliament brandy* it reduced the sale, and the Act was repealed in
1733 on a complaint from the farmers. Parliament set itself once more
 *	to consider further methods for encouraging the making and exporting
of home-made spirits distilled from the corn of Great Britain* and the
first of its resolutions was 'that the Act hath been a discouragement to
the distilling of spirits and ought to be repealed'.33
The effects of unlimited sale became more appalling than ever. In
1735 the Middlesex Sessions appointed another committee which
reported in January 1735-6 much on the lines of the report of 1726,
but showing, as do the excise returns, that the evil had spread in the
past ten years. The number of retailers - 7,044 (4,939 licensed and 2,105

